Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.048; wR factor = 0.116; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.6.
In the crystal structure of the title solvated salt, C 16 H 19 N 2 + Á-C 8 H 5 O 7 S À ÁCH 3 OH, the anions and the methanol solvent molecules are linked by O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. The cations and anions are packed as alternate layers parallel to (112). The crystal structure is further stabilized by ainteraction between the pyridinium and benzene rings of the cations, with a centroid-centroid distance of 3.5492 (4) Å .
Related literature
The title compound was synthesized as part of our continuing research on the nonlinear optical properties of 0 -N 0 -methylstilbazolium) derivatives. For the synthesis, see: Okada et al. (1990) . For background to nonlinear optical materials, see: Bosshard et al. (1995) ; Nalwa & Miyata (1997) 
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Bosshard et al., 1995; Nalwa & Miyata, 1997; Yang, Mutter et al., 2007) . In order to create efficient NLO materials, both the molecular and bulk properties must be optimized (Yang et al., 2005; Ruiz et al., 2006; Yang, Wörle et al., 2007) . The title compound was synthesized as part of our continuing research on the nonlinear optical properties of DAS (4-N, N-dimethylamino-4'-N'-methyl-stilbazolium) derivatives. 
Refinement
All H atoms were located geometrically (methyl C-H = 0.98 Å, aromatic C-H = 0.95Å and O-H = 0.84 Å) and refined using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5U eq (C).
sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound showing the atom numbering scheme and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. supplementary materials sup-9 
